Pigmented central neurocytoma: case report and literature review.
A case of pigmented central neurocytoma is reported. The tumor showed histologic, immunophenotypic, and ultrastructural features of central neurocytoma. The pigment consisted of an intimate association of lipofuscin and neuromelanin. Pigmented neuroepithelial tumors are rare, and the pigments may be neuromelanin or melanin. Pigmented central neurocytoma has not been described to date. The low proliferation rate of the tumor suggests a delayed turnover of tumor cells as a possible cause of lipofuscin accumulation. Autocatalytic peroxidation of lipofuscin is a possible mechanism of neuromelanin formation.